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Date HeadLine Outlet

12/26/2012 In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and Japan Today
banjos

12/26/2012 Hollywood films take on fracking MSN.co.in

12/26/2012 Hollywood films take on fracking MSN.co.in

12/25/2012 INSIGHT-In fracking culture war, celebs, CNBC - Online
billionaires and banjos

12/25/2012 Fracking war comes to Hollywood Arab Times

12/25/2012 Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires  Reuters - Online
and banjos

12/25/2012 In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and Utility Products Magazine - Online
banjos

12/24/2012 In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and Electric Light and Power
banjos

12/24/2012 New films to highlight fight over fracking by oil MSN
firms, environmentalists

12/24/2012 Promised Land reignites fracking war starring Financial Post - Online
celebrities, billionaires and banjos

12/24/2012 Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires  Consumer Electronics Net
and banjos

12/24/2012 RPT-INSIGHT-In fracking culture war, celebs, Reuters - Online
billionaires and banjos

12/24/2012 In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and Equities.com
banjos [Financial Mirror (Cyprus)]

12/24/2012 Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires  Broadcast Newsroom
and banjos

12/24/2012 Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires  Yahoo! Canada
and banjos

12/24/2012 Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires  Hollywood Industry
and banjos

1212412012 Hollywood joins fracking war |Africa.com

12/24/2012 Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires  Oceania - Digital Media News and Technology
and banjos

12/24/2012 Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, US Daily, The
billionaires...

12/24/2012 Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires  WTBX-FM - Online
and banjos

12/24/2012 INSIGHT - In fracking culture war, celebs, in.finance.yahoo.com
billionaires and banjos - Yahoo! India Finance

12/24/2012 Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires  OMG! Yahoo!
and banjos

12/24/2012 In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and KPNews.com
banjos

12/24/2012 Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires  Yahoo! News
and banjos

12/24/2012 Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires  Yahoo! Movies

and banjos
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Free Alliance of the European Parliament hold
leafiets with the slogan stop fracking as they
demonstrate against shale gas during a voting
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In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Japan Today

12/26/2012
Entertainment Dec. 27, 2012 - 06:59AM JST ()

Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's coming to Hollywood, as
the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from

U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, “Promised Land,” is “a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined fo offer his personal view on fracking. “That’s not the point. The point is that the film should start a

conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, “FrackNation,” is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network confrolled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as “the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
“Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to “Gasland,” a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
“If could become the biggest environmental debate of our time,” said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former

White House adviser under George W. Bush. “Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”
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Nearly four out of 10 Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

3

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term “fracking” became more popular than “climate change,’
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google’'s popularity index since last year, and while “global warming” still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56% in

September.

Whether “Promised Land” will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore’s “An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and “Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of “Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

“Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. “In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox’s 2010 “Gasland” film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts” to counter
what he calls false claims in “Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like “Promised Land” will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term

‘fracking’ gets a bad rap. “People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he said.
EID released its own pro-drilling film, “Truthland,” this year, dubbing it “the factual alternative to Gasland.”

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV {o defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

“The lesson of ‘Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation,” said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.
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In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has “largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world’s top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking’s potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49% versus 41%).

That’s a reversal from 2007, when 55% favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers to “FrackNation” on his cable channel.
“Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing,” he said.

(c) Copyright Thomson Reuters 2012.
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Hollywood films take on fracking
MSN.co.in

12/26/2012
Wed, 26 Dec 2012 12:30:00 GMT | By Reuters

Hollywood films take on fracking
Gus Van Sant's upcoming Hollywood fitm 'Promised Land', starring Matt Damon, puts the spotlight on fracking.
Reuters

New York: Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy indusiry. Now it's coming to
Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has liffted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from

U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, 'Promised Land', is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and noft see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern Irish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, 'FrackNation', is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
“Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to 'Gasland', a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
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"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time,"” said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for i
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of fen Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming” still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poli this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether 'Promised Land’ will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according to
Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's 'An Inconvenient Truth' on climate change, and 'Erin Brockovich', a dramatization of real
events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of 'Promised Land', some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

“Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 'Gasland’ film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like 'Promised Land’ will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google if, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland', this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PRBATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV {o defend drilling.
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On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists."

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 35 percent favored environmental protection.

Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers to "FrackNation" on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.
most watched right now

Up Next
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Hollywood films take on fracking
MSN.co.in

12/26/2012

Gus Van Sant's upcoming Hollywood film 'Promised Land', starring Matt Damon, puts the spotlight on fracking.

New York: Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's coming fo
Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from

U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, 'Promised Land', is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined fo offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, 'FrackNation', is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network confrolled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro"” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to 'Gasland’, a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
“It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it

to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of fen Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
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fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while “global warming” still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

‘POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether 'Promised Land’ will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according to
Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's 'An Inconvenient Truth' on climate change, and 'Erin Brockovich', a dramatization of real
events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of 'Promised Land', some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

“Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "in

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 'Gasland’ film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" {o counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like 'Promised Land’ will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland', this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk

EPAPAV0067252



EPA & Pavillion - Dec. 22 to 27

analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's fop gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014,

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers to "FrackNation" on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.
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INSIGHT-In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
CNBC - Online

12/25/2012
By: Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister

*'Fracking' overtakes 'Climate Change' in Google searches

* Actor Matt Damon brings fracking to Hollywood

* Pro and anti-drilling camps trade barbs for the cameras

NEW YORK, Dec 24 (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry.
Now it's coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several

forthcoming films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
“Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
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Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.

"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google," he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.
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Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

“The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilied fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)

*Actor Matt Damon brings fracking to Hollywood. Now it's coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between

environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming films. Both sides are using movies to fry to win the
debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the movie he stars in, " Promised Land," is "a rabid
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anti-fracking polemic.”
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Fracking war comes to Hollywood
Arab Times

12/25/2012

Merry Christmas to all

Fracking war comes {o Hollywood

Pro and anti-drilling camps trade barbs for cameras

NEW YORK, Dec 24, (RTRS): Not solong ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry.
Now it's coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several
forthcoming films. Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has liffed US energy
output dramatically, despite warnings from critics who fear it pollutes water deep underground. Any shift in public opinion
could impact policy — and huge sums in energy spending — since drilling regulations are under review by the Obama
administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from US energy

independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, “Promised Land,” is “a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman — an agent who buys or leases land — intent on drilling beneath a
town where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. “That’s not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, “FrackNation,” is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network confrolled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as “the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the US economy, unless the forces he likes to call
“Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to “Gasland,” a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

Rebutals

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.

“It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time,” said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
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White House adviser under George W. Bush. “Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of fen Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, US online searches for the term “fracking” became more popular than “climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google’s popularity index since last year, and while “global warming” still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56

percent in September.

Whether “Promised Land” will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore’s “An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and “Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of “Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film’s script online.
Graveyard

“Look, | don’t want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we’ll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy in Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. “In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox’s 2010 “Gasland” film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts” to counter
what he calls false claims in “Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like “Promised Land” will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term ‘“fracking’ gets a bad rap. “People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, “Truthiand,” this year, dubbing it “the factual alternative to Gasland.”

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate US drilling over the last half
-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a

banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.
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“The lesson of ‘Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation,” said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has “largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are trapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world’s top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the US Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever US
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking’s potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's a reversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o “FrackNation” on his cable channel.
“Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing,” he said.

Read By: 207
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Reuters - Online

New York, NY

Joshua Schneyer

12/25/2012

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
"Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland,” a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it

to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
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requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.
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In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the fopic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Utility Products Magazine - Online

12/25/2012

Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now if's coming to Hollywood, as
the fierce battle between environmentalists and ail firms is played out in several forthcoming films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has liffted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it pollutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.8. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land,” is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic." In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman -
an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town where some residents are concerned about the perils
of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a
conversation." The Northern Irish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling
mantra set to air next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark
Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns {o sway hearts and minds.

“It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking." Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they
knew nothing about fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic
benefits but requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”

Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while “"global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

EPAPAV0067264



EPA & Pavillion - Dec. 22 to 27

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE' Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental
themes often can, according to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In
terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect." The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took
from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" {o counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland,” this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland." LOSING PR
BATTLE? In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the fimes. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over
the last half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.

On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists." Hydraulic fracturing
entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to break them up and
unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.
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So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 35 percent favored environmental protection.

Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation" on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.
Copyright 2012 Alayam Newspaper.

Provided by Syndigate.info, an Albawaba.com company
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In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Electric Light and Power

12/24/2012

Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now if's coming to Hollywood, as
the fierce battle between environmentalists and ail firms is played out in several forthcoming films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has liffted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it pollutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.8. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land,” is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic." In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman -
an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town where some residents are concerned about the perils
of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a
conversation." The Northern Irish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling
mantra set to air next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark
Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns {o sway hearts and minds.

“It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking." Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they
knew nothing about fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic
benefits but requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”

Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while “"global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.
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Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE' Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental
themes often can, according to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In
terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect." The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took
from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" {o counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland,” this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland." LOSING PR
BATTLE? In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the fimes. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over
the last half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.

On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists." Hydraulic fracturing
entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to break them up and
unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.
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So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 35 percent favored environmental protection.

Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation" on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.
Copyright 2012 Alayam Newspaper.

Provided by Syndigate.info, an Albawaba.com company
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New films to highlight fight over fracking by oil firms, environmentalists
MSN

12/24/2012
Reuters: Jim Urqubhart. Hollywood films: A fracking operation outside Williston, N.D. IMAGE

17 hr ago By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister of Reuters

Hydraulic fracturing, a drilling method known as fracking, has pitted oil firms against environmentalists. Now, Hollywood
joins the fray.

NEW YORK — Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's coming to
Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy — and huge sums in energy spending — since drilling regulations are
under review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of

issues from U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman — an agent who buys or leases land — intent on drilling beneath a
town where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation,” is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network confrolled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever," a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
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"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of every 10 Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing
about fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,” Google data
showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year and while "global warming" still draws more
hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

‘POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth, which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterward.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries
fracking gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google," he said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”
LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles and on TV to defend drilling.

On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
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banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells or above ground. Among their other concerns are fracking-related earthquakes and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer inlarge part due to fracking and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyo., the Environmental Protection Agency presented the first-ever U.S. government
finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014,

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment by 49 percent to 41 percent.

That's areversal from 2007 when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation" on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {0 make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit.
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Promised Land reignites fracking war starring celebrities, billionaires and banjos
Financial Post - Online

12/24/2012

Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now if's coming to Hollywood, as
the fierce battle between environmentalists and ail firms is played out in several forthcoming films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it pollutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy — and huge sums in energy spending — since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.8. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, Promised Land is “a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman — an agent who buys or leases land — intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and noft see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. “That’s not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, FrackNation, is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as “the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
“Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to Gasland, a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
“It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time,” said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. “Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about

fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.
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This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term “fracking” became more popular than “climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google’s popularity index since last year, and while “global warming” still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66% of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56% in

September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE’

Whether Promised Land will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according to
Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore’s An Inconvenient Truth on climate change, and Erin Brockovich, a dramatization of real
events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of Promised Land, some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

“Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we’ll just have o see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-driling group Energy {n Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. “In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox’s 2010 Gasland film. Google search data shows
online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts” to counter
what he calls false claims in “Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like Promised Land will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term ’fracking’ gets a bad rap. “People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, “Truthland,” this year, dubbing it “the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PRBATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV {o defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

“The lesson of Gasland is that public perception is a very big part of the equation,” said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.
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In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has “largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world’s top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking’s potential impacts on water supplies in 2014,

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That’s a reversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers to “FrackNation” on his cable channel.
“Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing,” he said.

© Thomson Reuters 2012
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Consumer Electronics Net

12/24/2012

Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

US-FRACKING-CULTUREWARS:Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from

U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation,” is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network confrolled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever," a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
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"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

‘POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come {o dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
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On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.

“The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's fop gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)

EPAPAV0067278



EPA & Pavillion - Dec. 22 to 27

RPT-INSIGHT-In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Reuters - Online

12/24/2012

(Repeats for additional readers with no changes to headline or text)

*'Fracking' overtakes 'Climate Change' in Google searches

* Actor Matt Damon brings fracking to Hollywood

* Pro and anti-drilling camps trade barbs for the cameras

By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister

NEW YORK, Dec 24 (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry.
Now it's coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several

forthcoming films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.8. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land,” is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel {o "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.
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Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.

"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for i
to defend fracking."

Nearly four out of fen Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have o see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland” film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term ‘'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthiand," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
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half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.

On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists."

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due {o fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation" on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos [Financial Mirror (Cyprus)]
Equities.com

12/24/2012

Energy var addthis_config = ;

Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now itf's coming to Hollywood, as
the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic." In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman -
an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town where some residents are concerned about the perils
of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a
conversation." The Northern Irish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling
mantra set to air next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark
Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever," a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for i
to defend fracking." Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they
knew nothing about fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic

benefits but requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
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draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE' Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental
themes often can, according to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth" on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have o see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In
terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect." The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took
from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google," he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland,” this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.” LOSING PR
BATTLE? In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over
the last half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in hewspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.

On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists." Hydraulic fracturing
entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to break them up and
unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are trapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's fop gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
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long decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due fo spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014,

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Broadcast Newsroom

12/24/2012

Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

US-FRACKING-CULTUREWARS:Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from

U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation,” is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network confrolled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever," a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
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"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

‘POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come {o dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
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On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.

“The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's fop gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Yahoo! Canada

12/24/2012

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
"Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland,” a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it

to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
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requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.
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In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the fopic, which is always a good thing," he said.

EPAPAV0067290



EPA & Pavillion - Dec. 22 to 27

Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Hollywood Industry

12/24/2012

Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

US-FRACKING-CULTUREWARS:Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from

U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation,” is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network confrolled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever," a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
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"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

‘POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come {o dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
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On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.

“The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's fop gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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Hollywood joins fracking war

Article By: Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister
Mon, 24 Dec 2012 9:38 AM

Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now if's coming to Hollywood, as
the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil companies is played out in several forthcoming films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted US energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

It entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to break them up and
unleash hydrocarbons. The minerals are trapped thousands of metres below water tables, but critics worry that fracking
fluids or hydrocarbons can still leak into water fables from wells, or above ground.

Among their other concerns are fracking-related earthquakes and growing dependence on fossil fuels.

Itis a hot topic in South Africa, too, where plans for fracking in the ecologically sensitive Karoo have faced staunch
opposition from the public and from environmental groups.

Global energy company Shell is one of five companies seeking exploration licences in the Karoo, which is thought to hold
the fifth-largest shale gas reserves in the world.

In the US, any shift in public opinion could affect policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations
are under review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of

issues from US energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, Promised Land, is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic".

In the film, he plays a gas-company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town where
some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking.

As the fandman gets to know the townspeople, he suffers a crisis of conscience.
In an interview in Los Angeles, the actor said he worried that viewers would wrongly assume the film was one-sided and
not see it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start

a conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary FrackNation is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set {o air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.
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Mr McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever”, a potential saviour for the US economy, unless the forces he likes fo
call "Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to Gasland, a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilised environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Mr Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.

"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time,"” says Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of 10 Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, US online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change”,
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66% of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56% in
September.

&#8216;Pounding the zone'

Whether Promised Land will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according to
Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's An Inconvenient Truth on climate change, and Erin Brockovich, a dramatisation of real
events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of Promised Land, some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

“Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," says Chris Tucker, of pro-drilling group Energy in Depth (EID), which is funded by industry.

"In terms of popularisation of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Mr Fox's 2010 Gasland film. Google search data
show online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Mr Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts” to
counter what he calls false claims in Gasland and to promote drilling.
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Films like Promised Land will get people curious and send them searching online, says Mr Tucker, where he worries the
term "fracking” gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google," he
says.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, Truthland, this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland".

Losing PR battle?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times.

Fracking has already come to dominate US drilling over the past half-decade: onshore rigs doing so-called
unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Mr Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles and on TV {o defend dritlling.
On the environmentalist side, Mr Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured on the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

“The lesson of Gasland is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," says Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Mr Wood wrote that the industry "has largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists”.

The US now rivals Russia as the world's top gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a long decline
in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7-million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the US Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first US
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the past half-decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential effects on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favoured prioritising economic growth over the protection of the environment (49% versus 41%). That is a reversal from
2007, when 55% favoured environmental protection.

Mr Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers o FrackNation on his cable channel.

"Op-ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he says.
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US-FRACKING-CULTUREWARS:Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from

U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation,” is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network confrolled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever," a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
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"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

‘POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come {o dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
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On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.

“The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's fop gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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US-FRACKING-CULTUREWARS:Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
“Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
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Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.

"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google," he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.
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Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

“The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilied fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
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NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it pollutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.8. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land,” is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel {o "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former

White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”
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Nearly four out of fen Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth" on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played alegal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthiand," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV {o defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a

banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.
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"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists."

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are trapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers to "FrackNation" on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.
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INSIGHT - In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

Reuters
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By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
“Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
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Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.

"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google," he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.
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Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

“The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilied fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
OMG! Yahoo!

12/24/2012

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
"Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland,” a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it

to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
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requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.
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In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the fopic, which is always a good thing," he said.
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In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
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In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

NEW YORK - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's coming to
Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from

U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined fo offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation,” is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network confrolled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro"” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
“It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it

to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of fen Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
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fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while “global warming” still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

‘POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

“Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "in

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" {o counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
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analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's fop gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014,

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.

Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers to "FrackNation" on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.
Loading...

The Kyiv Post is hosting comments to foster lively debate. Criticism is fine, but stick to the issues. Comments that include
profanity or personal attacks will be removed from the site. If you think that a posted comment violates these standards,
please flag it and alert us. We will take steps to block violators.

Web links to Kyiv Post material are allowed provided that they contain a URL hyperlink to the www.kyivpost.com material
and a maximum 500-character extract of the story. Otherwise, all materials contained on this site are protected by

copyright taw and may not be reproduced without the prior written permission of Public Media at news@Kkyivpost.com

All information of the Interfax-Ukraine news agency placed on this web site is designed for internal use only. ls
reproduction or distribution in any form is prohibited without a written permission of Interfax-Ukraine.
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Yahoo! News

12/24/2012

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
"Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland,” a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it

to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but

EPAPAV0067316



EPA & Pavillion - Dec. 22 to 27

requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.
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In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the fopic, which is always a good thing," he said.
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Yahoo! Movies

12/24/2012

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
"Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland,” a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it

to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
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requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.
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In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the fopic, which is always a good thing," he said.
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
KDAL-AM - Online

12/24/2012
Sunday, December 23, 2012 11:02 p.m. CST

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it pollutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.8. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land,” is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel {o "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former

White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”
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Nearly four out of fen Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth" on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played alegal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthiand," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV {o defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a

banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.
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"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists."

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are trapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers to "FrackNation" on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.
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INSIGHT - In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Yahoo! News

12/24/2012

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
"Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland,” a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it

to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
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requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.
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In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the fopic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
WHTC-AM - Online

12/24/2012

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
"Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland,” a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it

to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
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requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.
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In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the fopic, which is always a good thing," he said.
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister

Reuters

11:06 p.m. CST , December 23, 2012

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

“Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthiand," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV fo defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
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break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.
The minerals are trapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due {o fracking, and has stemmed a
long decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's a reversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.

Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.
(Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles; Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)

sns-rt-us-fracking-culturewarsbre8bn02qg-20121223
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In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
24 December, 2012

Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now if's coming to Hollywood, as
the fierce battle between environmentalists and ail firms is played out in several forthcoming films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has liffted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from

U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land,” is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and noft see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern Irish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
“Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
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"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time,"” said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for i
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of fen Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming” still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poli this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land” will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth" on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

“Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland” film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google if, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthiand," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PRBATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV {o defend drilling.
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On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists."

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 35 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers to "FrackNation" on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.
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1 of 2. A fracking operation is seen outside Williston, North Dakota, October 19, 2012.

NEW YORK | Mon Dec 24, 2012 7:31am GMT

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so tong ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has liffted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from

U.8. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company land man - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the land man gets fo know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined fo offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern Irish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network confrolled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential saviour for the U.S. economy, uniess the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns o sway hearts and minds.

“It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
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to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of fen Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Centre early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”

Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

‘POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth" on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

“Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" {o counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.

On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
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Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
long decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due fo spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favoured prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favoured environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Thomson Reuters - UK - Online

12/24/2012
NEW YORK | Mon Dec 24, 2012 5:03am GMT

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it pollutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.8. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land,” is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel {o "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former

White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”
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Nearly four out of fen Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth" on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played alegal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthiand," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV {o defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a

banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.

EPAPAV0067340



EPA & Pavillion - Dec. 22 to 27

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists."

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are trapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers to "FrackNation" on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

EPAPAV0067341



EPA & Pavillion - Dec. 22 to 27

Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Townhall
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

Reuters | 3 hours ago

By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from

U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation,” is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network confrolled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever," a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
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"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

‘POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come {o dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
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On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.

“The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's fop gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Rocket News

12/24/2012

Written on December 23, 2012 by Editor - Entertainment News

NEW YORK |

NEW YORK (Reuters) — Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has liffted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy — and huge sums in energy spending — since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from

U.8. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, “Promised Land,” is “a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land —intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. “That’s not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern Irish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, “FrackNation,” is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network confrolled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as “the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
“Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to “Gasland,” a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns o sway hearts and minds.

“It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time,” said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. “Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
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to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of fen Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term “fracking” became more popular than “climate change,”

Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google’'s popularity index since last year, and while “global warming” still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

‘POUNDING THE ZONFE’

Whether “Promised Land” will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore’s “An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and “Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of “Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film’s script online.

“Look, | don’t want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we’ll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy in Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. “In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox’s 2010 “Gasland” film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts” to counter
what he calls false claims in “Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like “Promised Land” will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term ‘fracking’ gets a bad rap. “People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, “Truthland,” this year, dubbing it “the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.

On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
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Lennon.

“The lesson of ‘Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation,” said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has “largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world’s top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
long decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due fo spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking’s potential impacts on water supplies in 2014,

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's a reversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers to “FrackNation” on his cable channel.

“Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing,” he said.
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, bill...
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News

Insight: in fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

Sunday, December 23, 2012 11:02 p.m. CST

By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
“Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
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Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.

"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google," he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.
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Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

“The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilied fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
“Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
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Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.

"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google," he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.
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Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

“The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilied fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
"Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland,” a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it

to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
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requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.
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In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the fopic, which is always a good thing," he said.
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NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it pollutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.8. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land,” is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel {o "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former

White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”
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Nearly four out of fen Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth" on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played alegal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthiand," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV {o defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a

banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.
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"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists."

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are trapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers to "FrackNation" on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.
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By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
“Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
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Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.

"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google," he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.
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Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

“The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilied fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
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NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it pollutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.8. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land,” is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel {o "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former

White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”
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Nearly four out of fen Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth" on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played alegal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthiand," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV {o defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a

banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.
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"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists."

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are trapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers to "FrackNation" on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.
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Actor Matt Damon (Alberto E. Rodriguez, Getty Images)

By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister

Reuters

10:06 p.m. MST , December 23, 2012

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

“Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" {o counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PRBATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV {o defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundirack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon .

“The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”
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Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's a reversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.

Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation" on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.
(Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles; Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)

Copyright 2012, Reuters

sns-rt-us-fracking-culturewarsbre8bn02qg-20121223
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NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played...
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By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister
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NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation,” is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.
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McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel {o "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.

"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time,"” said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of fen Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking" became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming” still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth" on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.
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Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google," he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are trapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due {o fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
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Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers to "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)

Lifestyle
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*'Fracking' overtakes 'Climate Change' in Google searches

* Actor Matt Damon brings fracking to Hollywood

* Pro and anti-drilling camps trade barbs for the cameras

By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister

NEW YORK, Dec 24 (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry.
Now it's coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several

forthcoming films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
“Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

EPAPAV0067372



EPA & Pavillion - Dec. 22 to 27

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.

"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google," he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.
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Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.

On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.

“The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilied fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
WLMI-FM - Online

12/24/2012

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
"Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland,” a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it

to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
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requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.
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In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the fopic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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INSIGHT - In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Reuters India

12/24/2012

Members of the the Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance of the European Parliament hold leaflets with the slogan
"Stop Fracking" as they demonstrate against shale gas during a voting session at the European Parliament in Strasbourg,
November 21, 2012.

Credit: Reuters/Vincent Kessler

NEW YORK | Mon Dec 24, 2012 10:51am IST

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
“Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

EPAPAV0067378



EPA & Pavillion - Dec. 22 to 27

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.

"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google," he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.
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Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

“The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilied fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

EPAPAV0067380



EPA & Pavillion - Dec. 22 to 27

Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Yahoo! News

12/24/2012

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
"Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland,” a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it

to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
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requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.
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In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the fopic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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Insight: In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Yahoo! India

12/24/2012

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming
films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic.”

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes {o call
"Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland,” a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it

to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but

EPAPAV0067384



EPA & Pavillion - Dec. 22 to 27

requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, “pounding the zone with facts" fo counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.
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In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the fopic, which is always a good thing," he said.
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INSIGHT - In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
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INSIGHT - In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister | Reuters _ 32 minutes ago
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Members of the the Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance of the European Parliament ...

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.8. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land,” is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation."

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel {o "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.
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Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.

"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for i
to defend fracking."

Nearly four out of fen Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have o see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland” film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term ‘'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthiand," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
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half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.

On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists."

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's {op gas producer, in large part due {o fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation" on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)

@yahooph on Twitter, become a fan on Facebook
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Editor's note:Yahoo! Philippines encourages responsible comments that add dimension to the discussion. No bashing or
hate speech, please. You can express your opinion without slamming others or making derogatory remarks.
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Members of the the Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance of the European Parliament
hold leaflets with the slogan stop fracking as they demonstrate against shale gas during a
voting session at the European Parliament in Strasbourg

Yahoo! Malaysia, News
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INSIGHT - In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister | Reuters _ 14 minutes ago

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from

U.S. energy independence, {o protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern Irish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation,” is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network confrolled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever," a potential savior for the U.8. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro" succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.

Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.
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"It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

‘POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" to counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?

In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come {o dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.
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On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.

“The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's fop gas producer, in large part due fo fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed {o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)

@yahoo_MY on Twitter, become a fan on Facebook

News For You

EPAPAV0067393



EPA & Pavillion - Dec. 22 to 27

Members of the the Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance of the European Parliament
hold leaflets with the slogan stop fracking as they demonstrate against shale gas during a
voting session at the European Parliament in Strasbourg

Yahoo! News
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INSIGHT - In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos

By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister | Reuters _ 13 minutes ago
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Members of the the Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance of the European Parliament ...

NEW YORK (Reuters) - Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now it's
coming to Hollywood, as the fierce battle between environmentalists and oil firms is played out in several forthcoming

films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has lifted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it poliutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.S. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land," is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic."

In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman - an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town
where some residents are concerned about the perils of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he
suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined fo offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a

conversation.”

The Northern lrish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling mantra set to air
next month on AXS TV, the cable network confrolled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro"” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,

EPAPAV0067394



EPA & Pavillion - Dec. 22 to 27

drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.
Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns to sway hearts and minds.

“It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking.”

Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they knew nothing about
fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic benefits but
requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”
Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while "global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.

Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE'

Whether "Promised Land” will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental themes often can, according
to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth" on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich,” a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land," some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

“Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend,” said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In

terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect.”

The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data
shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" {o counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and to promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term 'fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland," this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland.”

LOSING PR BATTLE?
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In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the times. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over the last
half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV {o defend drilling.
On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean

Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland’ is that public perception is a very big part of the equation,” said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists.”

Hydraulic fracturing entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to
break them up and unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.

So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due fo spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014,

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 55 percent favored environmental protection.
Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation” on his cable channel.
"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed to make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.

(Reporting By Joshua Schneyer and Edward McAllister in New York; Additional reporting by Zorianna Kit in Los Angeles;
Editing by Jeffrey Benkoe)
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In fracking culture war, celebs, billionaires and banjos
Financial Mirror (Cyprus)

12/24/2012

Not so long ago, fracking was a technical term little known beyond the energy industry. Now if's coming to Hollywood, as
the fierce battle between environmentalists and ail firms is played out in several forthcoming films.

Hydraulic fracturing, the controversial drilling technique also known as fracking, has liffted U.S. energy output dramatically,
despite warnings from critics who fear it pollutes water deep underground.

Any shift in public opinion could impact policy - and huge sums in energy spending - since drilling regulations are under
review by the Obama administration and local officials around the country. The high stakes involve a range of issues from
U.8. energy independence, to protection of drinking water.

Both sides are using movies to try to win the debate, though actor Matt Damon says viewers should not assume the
movie he stars in, "Promised Land,” is "a rabid anti-fracking polemic." In the film, Damon plays a gas company landman -
an agent who buys or leases land - intent on drilling beneath a town where some residents are concerned about the perils
of fracking. As the landman gets to know the townspeople, he suffers a crisis of conscience.

In an interview in Los Angeles, Damon said he worries that viewers will wrongly assume the film is one-sided and not see
it. He declined to offer his personal view on fracking. "That's not the point. The point is that (the film) should start a
conversation." The Northern Irish director Phelim McAleer's documentary, "FrackNation," is an unabashedly pro-drilling
mantra set to air next month on AXS TV, the cable network controlled by Dallas Mavericks owner and media mogul Mark
Cuban.

McAleer views fracking as "the best thing ever,” a potential savior for the U.S. economy, unless the forces he likes to call
"Big Enviro” succeed in derailing it.

On the other side of the argument, HBO, the cable pay channel, could air a sequel to "Gasland," a scathing 2010
documentary from director Josh Fox, as early as next year.

The original film featured scenes of tap water erupting into flames and mobilized environmental groups against fracking,
drawing full-throated rebuttals from an oil industry that says the process has never caused water problems.

Fox declined comment for this article.
Amid the showdown, both industry and anti-fracking camps have mounted major campaigns {o sway hearts and minds.

“It could become the biggest environmental debate of our time," said Robert McNally, an energy policy expert and former
White House adviser under George W. Bush. "Hollywood is taking notice, and the industry will have its work cut out for it
to defend fracking." Nearly four out of ten Americans surveyed by the Pew Research Center early this year said they
knew nothing about fracking. Other polls show most Americans familiar with the practice believe fracking offers economic
benefits but requires tougher regulation.

This year, for the first time, U.S. online searches for the term "fracking” became more popular than "climate change,”

Google data showed. Fracking has doubled on Google's popularity index since last year, and while “"global warming" still
draws more hits, the gap is narrowing.
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Drinking water contamination is the leading environmental concern among Americans, according to Gallup polling data. A
Bloomberg National Poll this month showed that 66 percent of Americans want more fracking regulation, up from 56
percent in September.

'POUNDING THE ZONE' Whether "Promised Land" will shift public opinion is uncertain. But films with environmental
themes often can, according to Joseph Cappella, a professor of communications at the University of Pennsylvania.

Past examples include Al Gore's "An Inconvenient Truth” on climate change, and "Erin Brockovich," a dramatization of
real events in which actress Julia Roberts played a legal clerk who uncovers water contamination by a California power
company.

Ahead of the release of "Promised Land,” some within the oil industry are already reading the film's script online.

"Look, | don't want to whistle past the graveyard. This film is going to be a challenge, and we'll just have to see how it
does on opening weekend," said Chris Tucker of pro-drilling group Energy In Depth (EID), which is funded by industry. "In
terms of popularization of the issue, it will have an effect." The oil industry wants to avoid another blow like the one it took
from Fox's 2010 "Gasland" film. Google search data shows online interest in fracking surged immediately afterwards.

For three years, Tucker has been working with other communications experts, "pounding the zone with facts" {o counter
what he calls false claims in "Gasland” and o promote drilling.

Films like "Promised Land" will get people curious and send them searching online, said Tucker, where he worries the
term fracking' gets a bad rap. "People will go home and Google it, and the other side does really well on Google,” he
said.

EID released its own pro-drilling film, "Truthland,” this year, dubbing it "the factual alternative to Gasland." LOSING PR
BATTLE? In some ways, the film blitz may be behind the fimes. Fracking has already come to dominate U.S. drilling over
the last half-decade: Onshore rigs doing so-called unconventional drilling account for nearly two-thirds of the total.

Tucker and industry officials are regulars at conferences, in newspaper op-ed articles, and on TV to defend drilling.

On the environmentalist side, Fox travels widely to lead anti-fracking rallies, sometimes rousing crowds by playing a
banjo, which is also featured in the Gasland soundtrack. He has enlisted help from artists including Yoko Ono and Sean
Lennon.

"The lesson of 'Gasland' is that public perception is a very big part of the equation," said Jonathan Wood, a political risk
analyst at London-based Control Risks, whose clients include oil companies.

In a report this month, Wood wrote that the industry has "largely failed to appreciate social and political risks, and has
repeatedly been caught off guard by the sophistication, speed and influence of anti-fracking activists." Hydraulic fracturing
entails pumping water laced with chemicals and sand at high pressure into shale rock formations to break them up and
unleash hydrocarbons.

The minerals are frapped thousands of feet below water tables, but critics worry that fracking fluids or hydrocarbons can
still leak into water tables from wells, or above ground. Among their other concerns: fracking-related earthquakes, and

growing dependence on fossil fuels.

The United States now rivals Russia as the world's top gas producer, in large part due to fracking, and has stemmed a
fong decline in oil output, which stands at an 18-year high near 7 million barrels a day.
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So far, the Obama administration has cautiously endorsed the new drilling, but the U.S. Department of Interior is working
on new fracking rules on public lands starting next year.

Some drillers have faced fracking-related fines for water contamination due to spilled fracking fluid. Last year, after
sampling water in rural Pavillion, Wyoming, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) presented the first-ever U.S.
government finding of a potential link between fracking and water contamination.

More broadly, however, the EPA condones fracking on safety grounds. But unlike the growing consensus among climate
scientists linking global warming and industrial activity, there is no consensus that fracking poses a danger.
Unconventional drilling has surged only over the last half decade.

The EPA will release an in-depth study on fracking's potential impacts on water supplies in 2014.

Tough economic times can widen support for drilling. A national Gallup poll this year showed that more Americans
favored prioritizing economic growth over the protection of the environment (49 percent versus 41 percent).

That's areversal from 2007, when 35 percent favored environmental protection.

Cuban is betting the hot potato issue will draw viewers {o "FrackNation" on his cable channel.

"Op-Ed-umentaries like this are supposed o make people think about the topic, which is always a good thing," he said.
Copyright © Financial Mirror. All right reserved. Provided by an company

Copyright © 2012 Financial Mirror. All right reserved.
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Eco-group supports more EPA research on fracking
Akron Beacon Journal - Online, The

12/22/2012
Ohio Utica Shale

Eco-group supports more EPA research on fracking
By Bob Downing Published: December 22, 2012

Statement of Bruce Baizel, Earthworks' Oil & Gas Accountability Project Director, on EPA's Progress Report on its study
of the potential impacts of hydraulic fracturing on drinking water resources.

Washington, D.C. & Durango, CO -- Earthworks welcomes today's progress report on EPA's study of hydraulic
fracturing's impacts on drinking water.

It represents a step towards EPA's first real scientific inquiry into the safety of fracking -- a step nearly ten years in the
making. EPA's 2004 study of the subject cannot be called science, as it was publicly revealed to be partially written by the

very industry it studied.

To date, the only actual science on the subject -- including EPA’s own investigations at Pavillion, WY and Duke
University's groundwater studies -- suggests impacts and risks.

Most significant about the progress report is the lack of progress it reports. |nits inability to find a single company willing
to test water quality before and after drilling and fracking, the EPA is being thwarted in perhaps the most important part of
its study of fracking's impacts.

We are not surprised, however. Oil and gas companies' unwillingness to cooperate continues a pattern of obstruction of
actual science on the impacts of drilling and hydraulic fracturing. Oil and gas developers and their advocates are quick to
claim that fracking is safe, but they are unwilling to put their money where their mouth is. Until they do, the industry has
no credibility in the debate about the science and safety of fracking.

We look forward to EPA's continued work on a scientific assessment of fracking during the coming year.

More Information:

EPA - Study of the Potential Impacts of Hydraulic Fracturing on Drinking Water Resources, Progress Report

Earthworks - Hydraulic Fracturing 101

Click here to read or leave a comment on this story.
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Bruce Baizel: Most significant about EPA's progress report on fracking is the lack of progress
it reports
YubaNet

12/22/2012

Dec. 21, 2012 - Statement of Bruce Baizel, Earthworks' Oil & Gas Accountability Project Director, on EPA's Progress
Report on its study of the potential impacts of hydraulic fracturing on drinking water resources.

Earthworks welcomes foday's progress report on EPA's study of hydraulic fracturing's impacts on drinking water.

It represents a step towards EPA's first real scientific inquiry into the safety of fracking — a step nearly ten years in the
making. EPA's 2004 study of the subject cannot be called science, as it was publicly revealed to be partially written by the
very industry it studied.

To date, the only actual science on the subject —including EPA's own investigations at Pavillion, WY and Duke
University's groundwater studies — suggests impacts and risks.

Most significant about the progress report is the lack of progress it reports. Inits inability to find a single company willing
to test water quality before and after drilling and fracking, the EPA is being thwarted in perhaps the most important part of
its study of fracking's impacts.

We are not surprised, however. Oil and gas companies' unwillingness to cooperate continues a pattern of obstruction of
actual science on the impacts of drilling and hydraulic fracturing. Oil and gas developers and their advocates are quick to
claim that fracking is safe, but they are unwilling to put their money where their mouth is. Until they do, the industry has

no credibility in the debate about the science and safety of fracking.

We look forward to EPA's continued work on a scientific assessment of fracking during the coming year.
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US government waives pollution laws for 1,500 underground water supplies
Christian Science Monitor - Online

12/22/2012

Federal officials have given energy and mining companies permission to pollute aquifers in more than 1,500 places
across the country, releasing toxic material into underground reservoirs that help supply more than half of the nation's
drinking water.

In many cases, the Environmental Protection Agency has granted these so-called aquifer exemptions in Western states
now stricken by drought and increasingly desperate for water.

EPA records show that portions of at least 100 drinking water aquifers have been written off because exemptions have
allowed them to be used as dumping grounds.

“You are sacrificing these aquifers," said Mark Williams, a hydrologist at the University of Colorado and a member of a
National Science Foundation team studying the effects of energy development on the environment. "By definition, you are
putting pollution into them. ... If you are looking 50 to 100 years down the road, this is not a good way to go.”

As part of an investigation into the threat to water supplies from underground injection of waste, ProPublica set out to
identify which aquifers have been polluted.

We found the EPA has not even kept track of exactly how many exemptions it has issued, where they are, or whom they
might affect.

What records the agency was able to supply under the Freedom of Information Act show that exemptions are often
issued in apparent coniflict with the EPA's mandate to protect waters that may be used for drinking.

Though hundreds of exemptions are for lower-quality water of questionable use, many allow grantees to contaminate
water so pure it would barely need filfration, or that is treatable using modern technology.

The EPA is only supposed to issue exemptions if aquifers are too remote, too dirty, or too deep to supply affordable
drinking water. Applicants must persuade the government that the water is not being used as drinking water and that it
never will be.

Sometimes, however, the agency has issued permits for portions of reservoirs that are in use, assuming contaminants
will stay within the finite area exempted.

In Wyoming, people are drawing on the same water source for drinking, irrigation and livestock that, about a mile away, is
being fouled with federal permission. In Texas, EPA officials are evaluating an exemption for a uranium mine — already
approved by the state — even though numerous homes draw water from just outside the underground boundaries outlined
in the mining company's application.

The EPA declined repeated requests for interviews for this story, but sent a written response saying exemptions have
been issued responsibly, under a process that ensures contaminants remain confined.

"Aquifer Exemptions identify those waters that do not currently serve as a source of drinking water and will not serve as a

source of drinking water in the future and, thus, do not need to be protected," an EPA spokesperson wrote in an email
statement. "The process of exempting aquifers includes steps that minimize the possibility that future drinking water
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supplies are endangered.”

Yet EPA officials say the agency has quietly assembled an unofficial internal task force to re-evaluate its aquifer
exemption policies. The agency's spokesperson declined fo give details on the group's work, but insiders say itis
attempting to inventory exemptions and to determine whether aquifers should go unprotected in the future, with the value
of water rising along with demand for exemptions closer {o areas where people live.

Advances in geological sciences have deepened regulators' concerns about exemptions, challenging the notion that
waste injected underground will stay inside the tightly drawn boundaries of the exempted areas.

"What they don't often consider is whether that waste will flow outside that zone of influence over time, and there is no
doubt that it will," said Mike Wireman, a senior hydrologist with the EPA who has worked with the World Bank on global
water supply issues. "Over decades, that water could discharge into a stream. It could seep into a well. If you are a
rancher out there and you want to put a well in, it's difficult o find out if there is an exempted aquifer underneath your
property.”

Aquifer exemptions are a little-known aspect of the government's Underground Injection Control program, which is
designed to protect water supplies from the underground disposal of waste.

The Safe Drinking Water Act explicitly prohibits injection into a source of drinking water, and requires precautions to
ensure that oil and gas and disposal wells that run through them are carefully engineered not to leak.

Areas covered by exemptions are stripped of some of these protections, however. Waste can be discarded into them
freely, and wells that run through them need not meet all standards used to prevent pollution. In many cases, no water
monitoring or long-term study is required.

The recent surge in domestic drilling and rush for uranium has brought a spike in exemption applications, as well as
political pressure not to block or delay them, EPA officials told ProPublica.

"The energy policy in the U.S is keeping this from happening because right now nobody — nobody — wants to interfere
with the development of oil and gas or uranium,” said a senior EPA employee who declined to be identified because of
the sensitivity of the subject. "The political pressure is huge not to slow that down."

Many of the exemption permits, records show, have been issued in regions where water is needed most and where
intense political debates are underway to decide how to fairly allocate limited water resources.

In drought-stricken Texas, communities are looking to treat brackish aquifers beneath the surface because they have run
out of better options and several cities, including San Antonio and El Paso, are considering whether to build new
desalinization plants for as much as $100 million apiece.

And yet environmental officials have granted more than 50 exemptions for waste disposal and uranium mining in Texas,
records show. The most recent was issued in September.

The Texas Railroad Commission, the state agency that regulates oil and gas drilling, said it issued additional exemptions,
covering large swaths of aquifers underlying the state, when it brought its rules into compliance with the federal Safe
Drinking Water Act in 1982. This was in large part because officials viewed them as oil reservoirs and thought they were
already contaminated. But it is unclear where, and how extensive, those exemptions are.

EPA "Region VI received a road map - yes, the kind they used to give free at gas stations — with the aquifers delineated,
with no detail on depth," said Mario Salazar, a former EPA project engineer who worked with the underground injection
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program for 25 years and oversaw the approval of Texas' program, in an email.

In California, where nearly half of the nation's fruits and vegetables are grown with water from as far away as the
Colorado River, the perennially cash-strapped state's governor is proposing to spend $14 billion to divert more of the
Sacramento River from the north to the south. Near Bakersfield, a private project is underway to build a water bank,
essentially an artificial aquifer.

Still, more than 100 exemptions for natural aquifers have been granted in California, some to dispose of drilling and
fracking waste in the state's driest parts. Though most date back to the 1980s, the most recent exemption was approved
in 2009 in Kern County, an agricultural heartland that is the epicenter of some of the state's most volatile rivalries over
water.

The balance is even more delicate in Colorado. Growth in the Denver metro area has been stubbornly restrained not by
available land, but by the limits of aquifers that have been drawn down by as much as 300 vertical feet. Much of Eastern
Colorado's water has long been piped underneath the Continental Divide and, until recently, the region was mulling a $3
billion plan to build a pipeline to bring water hundreds of miles from western Wyoming.

Along with Wyoming, Montana and Utah, however, Colorado has sacrificed more of its aquifer resources than any other
part of the country.

More than 1,100 aquifer exemptions have been approved by the EPA's Rocky Mountain regional office, according fo a list
the agency provided t{o ProPublica. Many of them are relatively shallow and some are in the same geologic formations
containing aquifers relied on by Denver metro residents, though the boundaries are several hundred miles away. More
than a dozen exemptions are in waters that might not even need to be freated in order to drink.

"It's short-sighted," said Tom Curtis, the deputy executive director of the American Water Works Association, an
international non-governmental drinking water organization. "It's something that future generations may question.”

To the resource industries, aquifer exemptions are essential. Oil and gas drilling waste has to go somewhere and in
certain parts of the country, there are few alternatives to injecting it into porous rock that also contains water, drilling
companies say. In many places, the same layers of rock that contain oil or gas also contain water, and that water is likely
to already contain pollutants such as benzene from the natural hydrocarbons within it.

Similarly, the uranium mining industry works by prompting chemical reactions that separate out minerals within the
aquifers themselves; the mining can't happen without the pollution.

When regulations governing waste injection were written in the 1980s fo protect underground water reserves, industry
sought the exemptions as a compromise. The intent was to acknowledge that many deep waters might not be worth
protecting even though they technically met the definition of drinking water.

"The concept of aquifer exemptions was something that we invented' to address comments when the regulations were
first proposed,” Salazar, the former EPA official, said. "There was never the intention to exempt aquifers just because
they could contain, or would obviate, the development of a resource. Water was the resource that would be protected
above all.”

Since then, however, approving exemptions has become the norm. In an email, the EPA said that some exemption
applications had been denied, but provided no details about how many or which ones. State regulators in Texas and
Wyoming could not recall a single application that had been furned down and industry representatives said they had
come fo expect swift approval.
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"Historically they have been fairly routinely granting aquifer exemptions,"” said Richard Clement, the chief executive of
Powertech Uranium, which is currently seeking permits for new mining in South Dakota. "There has never been a case
that I'm aware of that it has not been done."

In 1981, shortly after the first exemption rules were set, the EPA lowered the bar for exemptions as part of settling a
fawsuit filed by the American Petroleum Institute. Since then, the agency has issued permits for water not "reasonably
expected” to be used for drinking. The original language allowed exemptions only for water that could never be used.

Oil companies have been the biggest users of aquifer exemptions by far. Most are held by smaller, independent
companies, but Chevron, America's second-largest oil company, holds at least 28 aquifer exemptions. Exxon holds at
least 14. In Wyoming, the Canadian oil giant EnCana, currently embroiled in an investigation of water contamination
related to fracking in the town of Pavillion, has been allowed to inject into aquifers at 38 sites.

Once an exemption is issued, it's all but permanent; none have ever been reversed. Permits dictate how much material
companies can inject and where, but impose little or no obligations to protect the surrounding water if it has been
exempted. The EPA and state environmental agencies require applicants to assess the quality of reservoirs and to do
some basic modeling to show where contaminants should end up. But in most cases there is no obligation, for example,
to track what has been put into the earth or — except in the case of the uranium mines — to monitor where it does end up.

The biggest problem now, experts say, is that the EPA's criteria for evaluating applications are outdated. The rules - last
revised nearly three decades ago — haven't adapted to improving water treatment technology and don't reflect the
changing value and scarcity of fresh water.

Aquifers once considered unusable can now be processed for drinking water at a reasonable price.

The law defines an underground source of drinking water as any water that has less than 10,000 parts per million of what
are called Total Dissolved Solids, a standard measure of water quality, but historically, water with more than 3,000 TDS
has been dismissed as too poor for drinking. It also has been taken for granted that, in most places, the deeper the
aquifer — say, below about 2,000 feet — the higher the TDS and the less salvageable the water.

Yet today, Texas towns are treating water that has as high as 4,000 TDS and a Wyoming town is pumping from 8,500
feet deep, thousands of feet below aquifers that the EPA has determined were too far underground to ever produce
useable water.

"You can just about freat anything nowadays,” said Jorge Arroyo, an engineer and director of innovative water
technologies at the Texas Water Development Board, which advises the state on groundwater management. Arroyo said
he was unaware that so many Texas aquifers had been exempted, and that it would be feasible to freat many of them.
Regarding the exemptions, he said, "With the advent of technology to freat some of this water, | think this is a prudent
time to reconsider whether we allow them.”

Now, as commercial crops wilt in the dry heat and winds rip the dust loose from American prairies, questions are
mounting about whether the EPA should continue to grant exemptions going forward.

"Unless someone can build a clear case that this water cannot be used — we need to keep our groundwater clean," said
Al Armendariz, a former regional administrator for the EPA's South Central region who now works with the Sierra Club.
"We shouldn't be exempting aquifers unless we have no other choice. We should only exempt the aquifer if we are sure
we are never going to use the water again.”

Still, skeptics say fewer exemptions are unlikely, despite rising concern about them within the EPA, as the demand for
space underground continues to grow. Long-term plans to slow climate change and clean up coal by sequestering carbon
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dioxide underground, for example, could further endanger aquifers, causing chemical reactions that lead to water
contamination.

"Everyone wants clean water and everyone wants clean energy,"” said Richard Healy, a geologist with the U.S. Geological

Survey whose work is focused on the nexus of energy production and water. "Energy development can occur very quickly
because there is a lot of money involved. Environmental studies take longer.”
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BLOG: Ohio Utica Shale: Eco-group supports more EPA research on fracking
Akron Beacon Journal, The

Akron, OH

Bob Downing

12/22/2012

Dec. 22--Statement of Bruce Baizel, Earthworks' Oil & Gas Accountability Project Director, on EPA's Progress Report on
its study of the potential impacts of hydraulic fracturing on drinking water resources.

Washington, D.C. & Durango, CO -- Earthworks welcomes today's progress report

[hitps://webmail thebeaconjournal.com/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=  http://www.epa.gov/hfstudy/pdfs/hi-
report20121214.pdf] on EPA's study of hydraulic fracturing's impacts on drinking water.

It represents a step towards EPA's first real scientific inquiry into the safety of fracking -- a step nearly ten years in the
making. EPA's 2004 study of the subject cannot be called science, as it was publicly revealed to be partially written by the

very industry it studied.

To date, the only actual science on the subject -- including EPA’'s own investigations at Pavillion, WY and Duke
University's groundwater studies -- suggests impacts and risks.

Most significant about the progress report is the lack of progress it reports. Inits inability to find a single company willing
to test water quality before and after drilling and fracking, the EPA is being thwarted in perhaps the most important part of
its study of fracking's impacts.

We are not surprised, however. Oil and gas companies' unwillingness to cooperate continues a pattern of obstruction of
actual science on the impacts of drilling and hydraulic fracturing. Qil and gas developers and their advocates are quick to
claim that fracking is safe, but they are unwilling to put their money where their mouth is. Until they do, the industry has
no credibility in the debate about the science and safety of fracking.

We look forward to EPA's continued work on a scientific assessment of fracking during the coming year.

More Information:

EPA -- Study of the Potential Impacts of Hydraulic Fracturing on Drinking Water Resources, Progress Report
[hitps://webmail thebeaconjournal.com/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL= http://www.epa.gov/hfstudy/pdfs/hf-
report20121214 .pdf]

Earthworks -- Hydraulic Fracturing 101 [https://webmail. thebeaconjournal.com/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?
URL=http://www .earthworksaction.org/issues/detail/hydraulic_frac turing_101]
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